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Hick KOBKIN and Paul Karl POPOFF -wore triad in the Hal son Aasisa Court for ja^eok{* 

POPOFF* » convict im and sentence wae the cauae of aixteen hens burning's* AttcdtW- ' ) 
General Bonner sent an appeal to Juefcice JUniatar Garaon. John IEBED0FF is reported ' 
collecting acney for relocation, and is blamed for most of the recent violence. Young 
Sens of Freedom "Christian Refcm* group temporarily left the Kootensya for the Gkan&g an 
Valley, Stefan SCSOKEH sect a letter froa Uruguay declaring his mission almost complete. 
The Soerads will go ahead WLth their S-pcdnt program, John J, VERIGIN was married to 
Laura HEDCOFF. 


Refs (a) mo/l$m Restricted ONI 3820-2 Report, Serial 73-53 of 28 May 1953. 

Report t 

1, The trials of Hick ECUXIN and Paul Karl POPOFF, Sena of Freedom arsonists, have lad 
to a significant chain of events in the Kootenay country of British Columbia, POPOFF 
mas convicted and sentenced to fourteen year* in prison as a result of Ms trial in the 
Nelson, B.C, Assise Court, mod PQPCFF was found guilty of burning the $45,000 Goloff 
planer mill, the Brilliant Community Hall, and a 14200 home belonging to John BLCCBOFP* 
Nick KONKIN, tried for the same offenses, mm acquitted became of the Crown* s lack of 
evidence, These trials represented the first major trials since mass Freedomite arrests 
took place in 3951 far burnings and nude psrsdes, 

2, Curing the weekend of 13-34 J tone, sixteen fires broke cut in protest to POPOFF* s 
conviction and sentence. The HCUP pointed out that all fires ooeured within a half- 
hour period, indicating a widespread arson attack. Homes at Ferry aiding, Agpledele, 
T/inlew, Goose Greek and Krestova, and a small school on Goose Creek were destroyed, 

3, Attorney-General Bonner's first reaction to the multiple Freedomite fires was to 
give it a nrUrimnm of attention, Bonner discounted the possibility of calling out the 
militia, declaring the situation *a matter of police investigation - no extraordinary 
steps needed”. Bossier further critlsed the abundance of Freedomite publicity by a 
statement in which he aaid, *1 feel that recent Installment articles tending to 
dramatise the roles of the aens of Freedom perhaps encourage this sort of protest 
against civil authority. The sort of mentality that sill protest by arson will he 
encouraged by publicity of this sort". 
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4* A few days later, however, Banner expressed hie true exastjeration with the 13-14 
June burnings In a wire to Justice Minister Oars on, 

‘‘’Recent incidents of arson in Kootenaya illustrate shocking nature of problem 
pt®«d by Sou of Freedom sect. Ibile provincial responsibility for law and order 
is being fully discharged, it must be recognized that ions of Freedom pose no 
normal police protELsa, in that unknown elements of that ccratmssity use dynamite 
and arson as means of collective protest while receiving protection of citizenship 
status* 

n lt is not fair that iwxKDeufchobar ccmunities, business and a trans-contin- 
ental railway should be intermittently endangered for want of legislation to 
provide the legal machinery to deal with this question. 

"strcngly urge reconsideration of refusal to confer in Victoria m previews 
proposals of this government. w 


5* John LE8SB0FF is still actively aggressive in his contention for Freedoraite leader- 
ship. During the trial of Karl POPOFF, it was brought out by an m noamed, prominent 
Freedcmite that most of the fire# are the wrk of a small group of fanatic Sons, as a 
part of the leadership strutgle in the eowaunity. 

6. In a meeting with eight executive members of the SI ©can Valley Citizen 1 » Comdtt.ec 
on 36 J une, representatives of the Ref armed Son® of Freedom also blamed L5BEBOFF for 
recent troubles, such as the burnings at Gilpdn, which destroyed a heme, two woodsheds 
and a bath-house, and for ar ousin g participation in "the 33-14 June burnings. The 
Reformed Sana reported that IESEDOFF is collecting money from the sons of Freedom fesr 
relocation. 

7# JJSBXrF* s following ia found only among the group of approximately 2500 am# of 
Freedom Dcukhobars, There it 1 b believed only a small percentage of the most fanatic 
Freedoadtes adhere to IEBED0FF* The Freedmites at Krestova voted on 24 May to 
denounce LFBETHST* and. the Consultative Committee on Deukhebor Affairs, Freedcraite* in 
the Gilpin area made the same decision a couple of weeks later. Both groups have 
reaffirmed their desire to fellow SORCFJK. 

S, An un-reperted number of young Sous of Freedom Dcukhobors, members of the needy 
formed "Christian Reform" group, recently left their Kootenay homes for the Okanagan 
Valley inhere they obtained part-time employment in the fruit industry. They expect to 
r emain until the Fill harvest, but acc coding to an elder Freedcetlts, many may never 
return to the Kootenay s» 

9 . a letter was received from the absent Stefan S. SOROHH, who etill resides in 
Uruguay. His letter, which was read to the Sloean Valley Clti zm* 3 Committee m 9 June, 
said in part, 

"The delay here in Uruguay in obtaining permission for the entry of TOO 
Dcukhobor families is, by South American standards, qyite in order. Sobody 
here hurries, fiy mission here, with the exception of a few miner details, is 
almost completed, and I expect to return a document to that effect my day." 
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OOROKIN reportedly wrote that the government of Uruguay had already advised it# 
consulate in Ottawa of the move under the same regulation# governing any immigrant#* 

10* The social Credit government in B.C. plan# to go ahead with their 8-point program 
a# outlined in reference (a)* The government sale of Dcukhobor lards td.ll begin in 
July as planned* 

11, The most recent development is the wedding of John J, VERIGIN, great-grandson of 
Peter (the Lordly) Verigin, and secretary of British Columbia 1 # 10,000 Orthodox 
Coukhobora. The bride ia Laura HELIOFF of Brilliant. The wedding, the most important 
Doukhdbor marriage in Canada in years, come# on a weekend of major significance to 
Doukhobors, The Monday following the wedding, 28 June, ia Peter* a Day, the anniversary 
of the burning of arms by Doukhbbcsrs in Russia in 1B95 as a formal notice to the Gear 
of their pacifism, While thousands of Orthodox members of the Sect celebrated the 
marriage with songs and feasting, torob-rafiing radical sens of Freedom burned ten 
dwellings. 
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PHEPAHIKG C m»«S GUMfFUft 

•IttomesMJenersa Banner* a apparent unconcern with me of the largeat aram attacks in a 
long tine, and his later retaliation -with a plea to Stuart Qa**m,m** dear Indication 
of hie wem-cut patience in the request far federal government legislative action on 
rcukhobor affaire* 

Bonner** interjection of the endangered transcontinental railroad, wfcich rum thresh 
Doukhobor country, was no doubt intended to arouse federal concern* The railroad nan 
not been disturbed for seme tin©. 

s uefa informal requests as the wire Bonner sent to Gar son are to no avail, aa^ Bonner tea 
been officially inferred. Definite, clearly aet-ferth recoaendatien* must he presented 
to the federal gowraa gat through the proper Channels, with no assurance that auch 
proposals "would be accepted by the federal government * 

The receipt of Sorokin** most recent letter by + $efor®ed Doukhobor mashers m» not aecaa- 
panied with the usual fanfare. Previous letters from Sorokin have bean pub 11*. in 
full, in local newspapers, with evidence of Ms signature clearly visibl e. There a 
been no official word that the Uruguayan Ccnsulatein Ottawa 

government in Uruguay that a relocation move is pending, vMoh seems to ° 

challenge the authenticity of stash a letter. A report from the 

been presented to the alooan Citisen* 8 Cewaittee to pacify the residents of that area, 

Meaibers of the sens of Freedom Sect started fires during the festivities of John^ 
Verigin* » wedding to draw attention away from the direct descendant of a long JAne ci 
Orthodox Doukhobor leaders, She Freed mites object to any * f** If: gin 

leadership* It is not supposed that the date of Verigin* s wedding will serve aa a 
rallying pknt for any fom of group demonstrations. 
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